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et al.: MEMORIALS

(EDITOR'S NOTE: We regret that due to space limitations of

our initialissue, we will be unable to print herein all memorials of deceased members of the South Carolina Bar for
1947. However, we are printing these memorials in alphabetical order; a subsequent issue will contain the remaining
memorials and this subsequent issue will be sent to members
of the South Carolina Bar Association.]

JOHN BUFORD ATKINSON
1872-1942
By HENRY K. OSBORNE
John Buford Atkinson, late of the Spartanburg Bar Association, was
the son of Colonel E. T. and Eliza McLure (Alexander) Atkinson, and
was born at Chester, S. C., on January 13th, 1872. His parents on both
sides were of prominent and highly respected families. He was generally known by his intimates as Buford Atkinson. His early education was
in the public schools of the town of Chester, S. C., followed by a collegiate course at Furman University, where he graduated with high
honors, as valedictorian of his class in June, 1894. He then attended the
S. C. University Law School, graduating with the degree of Bachelor
of Laws in 1897. Following his graduation he taught as Principal in
the High Schools at Anderson, Ridge Springs and Allendale, S. C.
Thereafter he entered into the practice of law for a short period at
Gaffney, S. C., and shortly thereafter moving to Spartanburg where he
practiced his profession until the date of his death, September 25th, 1942.
While he was yet a struggling young lawyer he was appointed local
counsel for the Southern Railway Company, which position he continued
to hold till his death. In 1906 he formed a partnership with Hon. T. S.
Sease, which relation continued until 1909 when Mr. Sease was elected
to the bench. Mr. Atkinson not long afterwards formed a partnership
with Mr. S. T. McCravy, which relation continued for quite a number
of years and until the death of Mr. McCravy, following which Mr. Atkinson continued the practice alone until his death.
He was honest and honorable in his dealings with his clients and
with members of the bar; painstaking and hard-working in the preparation of his cases, and fair and a straight-shooter in the practice in the
courts. He never took a short-cut, nor played any questionable tricks
on the courts, juries or upon his opponents.
In 1916, he was elected to the Legislature from Spartanburg County, where he served continuously for three two-year terms. In 1921 he
was chosen as the Speaker Pro Tem of the House and was elected
Speaker to succeed Hon. Thos. P. Cothran for 1921-1922. At the end
of the 1922 term, he retired from further political activities. He was
long a loyal member of the First Baptist Church of Spartanburg City,
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where he served a number of terms as Deacon. While teaching at Allendale,' he met and fell in love with and later married Miss Corinne
Searson in 1904. By her he had three fine and lovely girls, all of them
marrying and having children prior to his own death and that of his
wife, their names being Mrs. M. E. Padgett, Jr., Mrs. W. H. Grier and
Mrs. Crosby G. Blackwood.
He was as modest and retiring as a woman, a man of a brilliant
mind, well read and highly cultured. He left his impress on everyone
who came in touch with him. As already stated, my first acquaintance
with him was at Furman University in the autumn of 1893, in his senior
year. I shall never forget the fine impression he made on me, and the
high standard of scholarship which he maintained till his graduation.
He was elected President of his class and valedictorian. His valedictory
address was ably prepared and eloquently delivered. In going through
his office records and papers with his daughters after his death, incident
to winding up his estate, I ran across his old valedictory address, which
had been delivered by him at Furman (1894) just 48 years previously,
and I shall never forget the thrill which it gave me to read it.
He was a handsome man, both in his youth and in his later ycnrs
(when he was 70 years old). He was quiet and unassuming, to the point
of being almost bashful, yet he made friends by the hundreds as shovm
by the fact that he was elected and re-elected to the General Assembly
without having to put forth very much effort.
He was learned in the law and knew how to handle hard and difficult cases. He made forceful and impressive arguments both to the
Judge and Jury, and he loved a hard fight. I have fought cases both
with him and against him, and I know his real ability in the Court
House, and so did the members of the bar generally who came in contact with him.
Buford Atkinson, like many others, had sorrows and troubles to come
upon him as the years passed on. I recall that some 25 years before his
death, he received two telegrams at the same time from his old Chester
home, advising him of the deaths of his father and mother both on the
same date and almost at the same time-from heart stroke, one death
being caused from shock on account of the death of the other. Another
sad incident was the passing of his wife in March prior to his own
death which followed in September, 1942. Buford was a stoical type of
man, who possessed extraordinary control over himself and he did not
tell the world of his sufferings and troubles, no matter what they might
be. He was a man of high ideals and broad literary knowledge. He read
widely and enjoyed life.
True, he left little of the world's goods for his beloved daughters
and grand-children, but he left them rich with the memories of a devoted father and an inheritance of a name which all men respected
who knew him. The Biblical adage would appropriately apply: "A good
name is rather to be chosen than great riches; yea, than much fine
gold." He was one man of whom it can be truly said, "he died without
leaving an enemy."
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HAROLD G. DEAN
1892-1947
By JOHN K. HooD, JR.
Harold Gaston Dean, son of Major Augustus Dean and Stella Smith
Dean and grandson of Captain Billy Smith, known so well and pleasantly to all who in a period of more than fifty years travelled on the
Columbia-& Greenville Railroad, was born in Anderson, South Carolina,
on December 19, 1892, and died there on August 24, 1947, in the same
house in which he was born and had spent most of his life.
He was educated in the schools of Anderson and in the College of
Charleston, from which he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor
of Arts.
He studied law at Harvard University Law School. His legal education was interrupted by World War I, in which he served as a Second
Lieutenant from 1917 to 1919, with several months of overseas service.
After his discharge, he completed his legal education at the South Carolina University Law School, from which he was graduated in 1920
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, and in the same year he was admitted to the practice of law in South Carolina.
He began the practice of his profession at Anderson and, for a short
time, was associated with his uncle, Kurtz P. Smith. He was a careful,
studious, and painstaking worker and gave promise, had he continued
in active practice, of developing into a wise and safe counselor. However, in 1924 he was appointd a magistrate for Anderson County and
thereafter, until his death, served in a judicial capacity. Because of the
recognized ability of Judge Dean and of Judge G. H. Geiger; the other
magistrate then serving in the City of Anderson, the office of special
magistrate was created, and the special magistrate was given, in addition to the jurisdiction of an ordinary magistrate, jurisdiction in all
civil matters where the amount in controversy did not exceed the sum
of one thousand dollars and in all criminal matters where the punishment did not exceed a fine of five hundred dollars or imprisonment for
eighteen months. Thus, in effect, Judge Dean became a county judge.
Judge Dean had a judicial temperament and served as Special Magistrate with credit and distinction. He was completely conscientious and
of unquestioned integrity and commanded the confidence and respect
of all who appeared before him. Every litigant and accused who came
into his court knew that he had received a fair and impartial hearing,
and every lawyer knew that his judgment was the pronouncement of an
honest and sincere conviction after studious and careful consideration.
He obeyed the command that "Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgrhent; thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty; but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbor."
The duties of his office were arduous, constant, and confining, with
many cases to be heard and disposed of, and he never shirked his work
or attempted to escape his responsibilities, but day after day, week
after week, month after month, year after year, he was on the job from
early morning until late afternoon, always ready to hear whatever
came his way, and with it all he never complained or became impatient
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but did his duty willingly, cheerfully, and without delay. Some think
that he killed himself by work. If work kills, this may be true, for he
worked hard and long and never quit until his task was done.
Judge Dean was a gentleman in the truest meaning of that word,
and all who knew him, both professionally and personall , admired him.
He was gracious, quiet, and unassuming in manner and very polite to
and considerate of all, but he was firm and.unyielding in his sense of
right and wrong and did not tolerate or condone aeviation from right
conduct by litigant or unethical practice by lawyer.
In his school and college days, Judge Dean took an active part in
all athletic sports, playing baseball, basketball, football, and tennis,
and he continued to play tennis as long as he lived, this being his favorite divertisement and recreation. He loved the outdoors and outdoor life and was fond of boating, fishing, and hunting, but was prevented by the pressure of his work from much participation in these
pastimes in his latter day. He also loved music and had musical talent,
possessing a good voice and often taking part in musical exercises.
He was a loyal and devoted member of the First Baptist Church of
Anderson and at the time of his death was a member of its Board of
Deacons. He was secretary and treasurer of the Kiwanis Club of Anderson from its formation until his death, a period of more than twenty
years.
He was survived by his wife and daughter, and in his death they
lost the affection and companionship of a loving and devoted husband
and father, and his State has lost the services of an honest, faithful,
and upright judge.

ALVA CHARLES DePASS
1876-1948
By CHARLES B. ELLIOTT

Alva Charles DePass, the subject of this memorial, was born in
Camden, Kershaw County, South Carolina, July 8, 1876, and died in
Spartanburg January 6, 1948, his life thus spanning a period of almost seventy-two years.
The son of Col. W. L. DePass, a successful lawyer, and Freeda DoLeach DePass, he could lay just claim to a distinguished lineage deriving from two families well known in the history of South Carolina.
Mr. DePass spent his boyhood in historic Camden, in the circle of a
cultured family. Here he received his preliminary education in the public schools. He later attended the University of South Carolina, then
known as South Carolina College, and graduated from the Law School in
1902.
Having been admitted to the practice the same year, in 1903 he
formed a partnership with his brother, E. 0. DePass, and from that
time until his death, a period of forty-five years, he continued the practice 'of his chosen profession.
For a few years after 1940 he was engaged as special counsel by
the Santee-Cooper Authority, and for the three or four years prior to
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his death practiced law in Spartanburg as a member of the firm of
DePass and DePass.
In 1904 Mr. DePass married Anna Colcock, the daughter of Professor Horton Colcock, professor of mathematics at the University of South
Carolina. Mrs. DePass and a daughter, Mrs. Nancy Dowdesdell, survive.
The death of another daughter a few years ago, Mrs. Freeda DePass
Cathcart, was a great tragedy to the bereaved father.
Mr. DePass was a member of St. John's Episcopal Church, in which
he served as vestryman.
The subject of this sketch was an able lawyer, particularly in the
fields of real estate and equity. He possessed a stern sense of devotion
to duty, and gave the impression that he would represent a client in
a worthy cause regardless of the ability of the client to pay for his
services. The writer knows of several such cases.
He was a great lover of the mountains, the woods and the fields.
At Bluffton he had investments of considerable value and spent many
summers there in the outdoors which he loved so much.
When ill health came in later years, he faced it with courage and
serenity of spirit, and practiced law until the day of his death.
In his daily life a genial companion, he will long be remembered
by those whose privilege it was to know him.

JOHN GARY EVANS
1863-1942
By JOHN G. GALBRAITH
John Gary Evans was born at Cokesbury, Abbeville County, October
15, 1865, the second son of General Nathan George and Ann Victoria
(Gary) Evans, a daughter of Dr. Thomas R. Gary, and sister of General
Martin Witherspoon Gary.
Governor Evans, like many other prominent South Carolinians, received his early training in the Cokesbury Conference School. In 1890
he entered Union College at Schenectady, New York, by several years
the youngest member of his class. He was elected President of his class
in his Junior year. He had been enabled to go to college largely through
the benevolence of his uncle and guardian, General Martin Witherspoon
Gary; but upon the latter's death, he had to leave Union College after
his Junior year. He finished his education in law with another uncle,
Judge William T. Gary, at Augusta, Georgia. Admitted to the bar in
1886, he at once opened an office at Aiken, in his native State. He has
long been prominent as a lawyer and a member of the South Carolina
and American Bar Associations, and the Union College Alumni Association.
However, South Carolinians know him best for his public career. In
1888, after a residence of only eighteen months, he was elected to represent Aiken County as a member of the Legislature. He was the youngest member of the house. He was reelected in 1890 and his attitude toward public questions during those two terms is well indicated by the
Legislation for which he worked and which he advocated, including the
repeal of the Civil Rights Law, a relic of the Carpet Bagger Government;
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the Separate School Act, allowing school districts to levy extra taxes
for school purposes; the County Government Act, which was designed
to meet the growing protest against the contract system of handling
convicts by requiring the prisoners to work on roads and highways;
the act opening South Carolina College to women of the State, a Resolution calling for a Constitutional Convention; and a Bill regulating
hours of labor in manufacturing, and in Industrial Institutions.
In 1892, Mr. Evans was elected a member of the State Senate, again
being the youngest member of that body. Perhaps his most persistent
interest through all of his public and private career was in behalf of
better and broader educational advantages for all the people.
He served out only half of his term as Senator, when he was nominated and elected Governor, to succeed the late Benjamin R. Tillman,
who had been elected to the United States Senate. He was the youngest
Governor of the State, elected by the people, and came into the office
at a peculiarly trying time, when the panic was at its height, when
cotton prices were at a low ebb, and when there was a great period
of political and industrial unrest. When the Constitutional Convention
of 1895 was called, he originated and carried out the plan tc give all
factions in the State representation in the Convention, and furthermore, he defied an Injunction from a Federal Judge, against holding
the Convention, denouncing the order as unconstitutional, null and void.
Chief Justice Fuller sustained his contention, and dissolved the Injunction. When that Convention assembled in September, 1895, Governor
Evans was elected its President by acclamation, and he always took
the liveliest satisfaction in having presided over its deliberations, which
resulted in producing the present fundamental law of the State, abrogating the constitution of 1868, a product of the Carpet Bag regime.
He was long a political and personal friend of the late William Jennings Bryan, and he was the first delegate at large to the National Convention in 1896 when Bryan was first nominated; was a delegate at
large to the Convention of 1900, and was again a delegate at large in
the Convention of 1912 and 1916, working faithfully for the nomination and election of Woodrow Wilson, a lasting friendship existing between the two. In 1914 he was chosen chairman of the Democratic State
Executive Committee and under his leadership the primary rules were
changed fiom indiscriminate and unrestricted voting to the plan of personal registration of voters, thereby preventing fraudulent voting in the
primaries. In 1918 he was made Democratic National Committeeman
from South Carolina and served until 1928, when he refused reelection.
When the war with Spain was declared, he tendered his services to
President McKinley and was commissioned as Major and Inspector
General upon the staff of General Keifer, 1st Division, 7th Army Corps,
under General Fitzhugh Lee. He exercised his authority, particularly
in safeguarding the health of the soldiers while in this country, encamped in Georgia and Florida. On going to Cuba, he was transferred
to the staff of Major General Ludlow, Military Governor of Havana,
and put in charge of the Civil Government of the City, and he had
the distinction of organizing the first Municipal Court of the island,
after American ideas, and succeeded in making Havana one of the
cleanest cities of the world. Governor Evans also exerted himself in the
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matter of counsel and leadership in behalf of many auxiliary war movements during World War I. He was a member of the South Carolina
Historical Society, the Delta Phi college fraternity, the American Club
in Stockholm, Sweden, and a number of other clubs.
On December 15, 1897, Governor Evans married Emily Mansfield
Plume, daughter of Honorable D. S. Plume of Waterbury, Connecticut,
a former member of the Connecticut Legislature, and a manufacturer
and banker. Mr. and Mrs. Evans, who made their home in Spartanburg,
had only one child, a daughter, Emily Victoria, born August 9, 1899;
she married and lived in Stockholm, Sweden, where she died in 1931,
leaving three children.

JAMES WILSON HANAHAN
1859-1947
By W. D. DOUGLAS

James Wilson Hanahan was born on Edisto Island, South Carolina,
April 22, 1859. His father was Dr. Ralph B. Hanahan, and his mother
Adelaide D. (Wilson) Hanahan, who lived to a ripe old age. His father
was a surgeon in the War Between the States, Seventh Regiment, Hagood's Brigade, of which the colonel was Patrick H. Nelson, of Camden, South Carolina, a very accomplished officer who was killed in 1864.
Dr. Hanahan served as surgeon until the end of the war.
During the war the Hanahan family refugeed to Anderson, thence to
Due West, remaining there until the close. Mr. James W. Hanahan recalled this period of his life vividly to the writer, .recalling seeing boats
loaded with cotton on Broad river going to market in Columbia. This
was when his family was on the way to John's Island, South Carolina,
where they were property owners. Crossing the river by ferry the Hanahans reached the eastern side of the river at Strother, in Fairfield
County. The subject of this sketch doubtless little dreamed that the
greatest part of his future career and the end of it would be in Winnsboro.
In 1877 a prominent physician in Winnsboro retired with a large
and lucrative practice. Colonel Rion (afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel),
who had organized Rion's Battalion which became a part of Colonel
Nelson's Regiment, Hagood's Brigade, wrote to Dr. R. B. Hanahan,
they being bosom friends, advising him to locate in Winnsboro. Dr. Hanahan acted accordingly and was an outstanding physician and beloved
by the community. A coincidence may not be out of place-Colonel Rion,
a prominent lawyer with an extensive practice over a large section
of the state, died while celebrating his wedding anniversary, and when
fatally stricken had Dr. Hanahan as his sole guest.
Young Hanahan, blessed with a good mind, splendid physical powers, and very strong muscles, while on John's Island before removing
to Winnsboro, engaged in the hard task of loading phosphate on barges.
He was never a student in any college, but attended Porter's Academy
in Charleston, and Mount Zion Institute in Winnsboro under R. Means
Davis, afterwards professor of History and Political Economy in the
South Carolina College and later the University of South Carolina. Like
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the great majority of his generation whose families had suffered the
devastating effect of the war, not only in the great loss of precious and
valuable lives, but loss of property and faced with poverty, his family
was no exception.
Denied the opportunities that might have been his, like his forebears, his spirt never failed, and undaunted and urged by a thirst
for knowledge, young Hanahan had the use of a good family library,
to which other books were added by him. Hit knowledge of History Vlas
extensive and it was retained accurately. While he never boasted, his
knowledge of the Bible was outstanding. He delved into all the sciences,
literature and philosophy. His acquirements of culture and enlighten.
ment were wide and various. One wondered if, after High School, without the aid of a preceptor because he had to dig it out for himself, his
wealth of information was more than the average college graduate with
his degree, and he the more appreciative of its value.
He studied law after clerking in a grocery store a short time, under
Colonel James H. Rion in Winnsboro, and was admitted to the bar in
1883, practicing alone for some time. He formed a partnership with T.
M. Cathcart under the firm name of Hanahan & Cathcart, and about
1887 or 1888 W. A. Sanders, whose own office was in Chester, entered
the firm as Sanders, Hanahan & Cathcart. Later he and 0. W. Buchanan
practiced law under the name of Buchanan & Hanahan, which continued
until Mr. Buchanan was elected Judge of the 3rd Circuit in December,
1894, and served two terms on the bench. He again practiced with Mr.
Hanahan under the former firm name. This continued until the death
of Judge Buchanan on March 17, 1908. Mr. Hanahan practiced as an
individual until 1911 when Horace Traylor practiced with him under
the name of Hanahan & Traylor, dissolving the partnership in 1914.
The senior member practiced individually thereafter.
Mr. Hanahan took a keen interest in Masonry, was the master of
the local lodge for several terms. He served as the Intendant of Winnsboro 1900-1909, two terms; as a member of the House of Representatives
1919-1924 and 1931-1932. Judge Oxner (now Associate Justice), serving
on the Judiciary Committee with him, said that Mr. Hanahan was particularly vigilant in seeing that no proposed bill violated the Constitution. This is typical of him. He was conservative, and had courage,
holding tenaciously to his convictions, and whether they met with popular favor mattered little to him.
During his early life, a great part of Mr. Hanahan's practice was
on the criminal side of the court. He participated in a large number
of murder cases. Among them he represented one of those indicted when
the sheriff and a number of deputies were taking a prisoner from jail
up the court house steps, and an attack was made on them. Thosp
killed were the sheriff, the prisoner, a deputy and one of the assailants.
Another of his cases attracting local interest is State v. Davis, 50 S. C.
405. The lower court made the error of not drawing the distinction between grand and petit larceny as to the right of the deceased to arrest
the thief for the theft committed in his view. The statute was amended
in consequence of the decision by the Supreme Court. Not only did he
enjoy a good practice in the Court of Sessions, he having mastered the

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sclr/vol1/iss1/6

8

et al.: MEMORIALS
BAR ASSOCIATION TRANSACTIONS

criminal law, but he handled many actions in tort. His knowledge of
the law in general was by no means meager. He was well versed in real
estate law, particularly the abstruse learning on the limitations of
estates.
His personality was composed of conflicting characteristics. He was
high tempered, so much so that in his early professional years, he was
prone to deal to an extent harshly in the cross examination of witnesses,
and at times showed impatience with his own witnesses, but in later
years he became mollified, probably concluding it was not his case but
his client's and his conduct might react against the latter. To some he
seemed blunt, but no one was more loyal to his friends. He represented
his clients faithfully, vigorously, skillfully and ably. He had another
side to his personality. His mother often said, "'Wilsie' is more like a
daughter than a son, gentle, tender and considerate." He was generous,
laid no stress on working merely to make money.
The two bachelor brothers, James Wilson Hanahan and Hamilton
W. Hanahan, occupied the Hanahan home for many years prior to and
at the time of the death of the former on March 31, 1947, only twentyone days before his eighty-eighth birthday.

ROBERT ABRAMS HANNON
1878-1947
By ARTHUR D. RICH

It is well said that the life of a lawyer is a life of serviceperformed in the dual role of individual and Officer of the Court. The
subject of this brief memoir performed his service well and his passing
has left a real void in our ranks.
Robert Abrams Hannon was born at Holly Springs in Spartanburg
County, South Carolina, on March 8th, 1878. His father was James E.
Hannon, a planter of many acres and large respect. His mother was
Elizabeth Tinsley.
After completing his elementary studies in the County schools, Robert
Hannon attended Furman University for a short time, later transferring to Wofford College, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree
in 1898.
After graduating from college he took up teaching, and for several
years taught school at Gramling. and Mount Zion schools. He began the
study of law while engaged in the teaching profession, and was successful in passing the bar examination with honors, and was admitted
to practice before the South Carolina Courts in 1904. He then moved
to Spartanburg where he remained the rest of his life engaged in the
active practice of law.
In 1907 he married Miss Jennille Gwin, daughter of a distinguished
Virginian, Dr. D. W. Gwin, renowned as a Baptist minister, lecturer
and author. Four daughters were born of this union: Jennille G., Frances, Virginia and Gertrude Toy.
In the practice of law he was a member of several partnerships:
Sims & Hannon, Blackwood & Hannon, Gwynn & Hannon, Hannon &
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Mansfield and Hannon & Lancaster, of which he was senior partner at
the time of his death.
To explore the attributes of a man is to explore the inner recesses
of his soul. Rarely has the Bar been graced by a man whose personal
attributes were so many. As Shakespeare said: "Much attribute he
hath; and much the reason why we ascribe it to him."
Those who know him best would say that his greatest wealth was
his host of friends. He was somewhat shy and retiring, but his kindly
and generous nature attracted friends from all walks of life, who rcmained his friends forever.
His friends say that he was never a person to criticize others. Whatever he may have thought of other persons remained an inward secret
with him, unless it was a complimentary thought, and then he wa0n
bountiful in his praise.
He loved life. The annual barbecues at which he was host to his
friends and brother practitioners became legendary in the interest and
pleasure they created.
He had a ready wit, and enjoyed the telling of a story as much as
the hearing of one. His laugh was infectious and compelling. In short
he was enjoyable company. As one of his colleagues said: "A isit with
Bob was always refreshing.".
Mr. Hannon was a man of conviction. He had ideas and never hositated to express them, whether they were political, social or legal. Nor
did he hestitate to express his individuality in his dress. His dark coat
with striped trousers, surmounted by derby hat, was an habitual garb.
He had a very bright mind and retained his mental faculties up to
the day of his death. An omnivorous reader, he was particularly interested in history. When he found an extremely interesting passage, he
would re-read it until it was his. In later life he was fond of quoting
from literature he had read years before. He kept a Bible on his desk,
and frequently read from it, interlining it with comments and underlining here and there.
His opinions were highly valued. Throughout his years of practice,
he became known as a Counselor rather than Advocate of the law. He
prepared the pleadings and briefs and worked the cases up in the office,
leaving to his partners the work of presenting the cases in Court. As
a Counselor he was superb.
Because of his bent for this phase of the practice, we have the benefits of his work perpetuated in the Judgment Rolls and Supreme Court
Reports of this State. Three ekcamples of his work which show the
thoroughness with which he attacked problems are the cases of Trout
v. Burnett, recorded in 99 S. C. 276, McDowell v. Landrum, recorded in
110 S. C. 405, and Blassingame v. Robbs, recorded in Judgment Roll
Number 16581 of Spartanburg County. ,
The first-named, Trout v. Burnett, is one of the leading cases in this
State, and an authority in the other States of the country. Each of
the three cases cited were hard-fought cases against the leading lawyears of the Bar. In each Mr. Hannon's brief was accepted as compelling
and, to quote the Master who heard the cases, "was the finest type of
legal work of which a lawyer is capable."
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We miss him; all of us miss him. When Robert Abrams Hannon died
November 12th, 1947, he had lived a life of real service. Now that he
is gone we should not mourn him. Rather should we rejoice that such
a man lived, for in truth, his having lived has made the world a better
place for us who survive.

MAXCY C. HARRELSON
1871-1947
By W. B. NORTON
Maxcy C. Harrelson, -son of L. H. Harrelson and Ailey Rogers Harrelson, was born near the town of Mullins in Marion County on August
20, 1871, and died at Charleston July 26, 1947, after long and faithful
service to his county. Mr. Harrelson was first married to Miss Minnie
McMillan February 27, 1901. By this marriage he had one son who
died in infancy; the first Mrs. Harrelson died December 15, 1909. He
was again married, this time to Miss Dora Page of Dillon County on
August 12, 1912, and who died on March 28, 1943. By this marriage
three children were born, all of whom survive, namely, W. L. Harrelson, Attorney of Mullins; Dr. Maxey C. Harrelson of Charleston, and
Mrs. Fair Harrelson Smith of Hartsville.
Mr. Harrelson entered the mercantile business at Mullins at an early
age and was engaged in that business for many years, during which
time he studied law under the direction of the late Henry Mullins and
was admitted to the South Carolina Bar in 1905; immediately after
his admission to the Bar he was appointed Magistrate, and held this
office until he was elected to the House of Representatives in 1913 to
fill the unexpired term of the late 0. H. McMillan. He was re-elected
and again served from 1914 to 1915; in 1915 he was elected to the State
Senate where he served four terms from 1916 to 1932. After his last
year of service in the Senate he was reappointed Magistrate at Mullins
and held this office until his death in 1947.
In his life he reflected all the traits of his staunch Scotch-Irish ancestry. He had the frugality and determination of the Scotch; he likewise possessed the wit and humor of the Irish, and when aroused
he displayed typical Irish impulsiveness.
Having been born and reared on a farm when farming was anything but remunerative, Senator Harrelson received but little formal
education, but being a voluminous reader with a great sense of humor, he developed into one of the best campaigners of the current political period in Marion County. As a lawyer, he prepared his cases
well, and before a jury he was well-nigh invincible. He carried many
cases to the Supreme Court, usually as respondent to support the verdicts he had won before juries. He had a remarkable memory and on
one occasion he walked into the Supreme Court room without brief or
notes and so ably did he argue the facts and the law in his case that
great tribute was paid him by the Court when it wrote its decision confirming his verdict. He carried many cases to the Supreme Court in
which his contentions on theretofore undecided questions became the
law; many of these questions were of vast importance. As a statesman
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Senator Harrelson was a tremendous force in the passage of the 6-0-1
school law; he was largely instrumental in giving to Marion County
a model form of County government. As a man he was honest to a
fault, truthful to the point of often being blunt; he was true to his
family, to his neighbors, and to himself.
Senator Harrelson, fine citizen, strong character, able statesman, is
no more. God rest his soul.

JOHN KYLE HOOD
1868-1947
By T. FRANK WATKINS
John K. Hood was born at Due West, S. C., on March 29, 1868. His
father, William Hood, was a member of the Faculty of Erskine College,
who, throughout the Reconstruction period in South Carolina and for a
number of years thereafter, was active in the efforts of the State to
restore honest and efficient State government under the law, and relieve it from the evils of domination of Carpet Baggers and inflamed
and vicious Negro rule. He was a member of the Wallace House. The
son graduated at Erskine College and was admitted to the Bar In 1890.
He came to Anderson in 1891 and began the practice of law, in which
he was engaged until his death on August 24, 1947.
Soon after coming to Anderson he formed a law partnership with
the late Col. Richard F. Simpson under the name of Simpson & Hood.
After the death of Col. Simpson he formed a partnership with the late
G. Cullen Sullivan under the name of Hood & Sullivan. This continued
for many years and until his son, John K. Hood, Jr., came to the Bar.
Mr. Sullivan then retired to form a partnership with a kinsman, and
the father and son formed the firm of Hood & Hood, which continued
until the death of the Senior.
Mr. Hood was a diligent student of the phases of the law related
to his practice, was a careful and sound practitioner and safe counselor.
Whatever he did he did well, and, in consequence, he enjoyed a large
and desirable practice.
He maintained throughout his life a keen interest in the public
affairs of his city, county and State. He was for several terms State
Senator from Anderson County, was Mayor of Anderson, and was City
Attorney ten or twelve years. He was a man of unquestionable integrity
and fearless and uncompromising in his attitude toward all questions,
and throughout his life enjoyed the respect and admiration of all the
people of his section of the State.
His devotion to his home and his family was exemplary, and this
devotion, and that of his beloved wife, was rewarded in the character
and distinction of their two daughters and four sons.

https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sclr/vol1/iss1/6

12

et al.: MEMORIALS
BAR ASSOCIATION TRANSACTIONS

JACK HORTON
1896-1947
By JAMes

E. LEPPARD

Jack Horton was born near the Town of Kershaw in Kershaw County,
South Carolina, on September 29, 1896, the son of Frank Horton and
Susan Thorne Horton. The Horton and Thorne families, the ancestors
of Mr. Jack Horton, were early Scotch-Irish settlers in what is now
Kershaw County. They were sturdy farm people who had been long
respected and prominent in the affairs of Kershaw County.
Young Jack Horton grew up on the paternal farm and his character
and habits were determined by his rural background. His unfailing
kindness, courteous manner, unassuming modesty, love of his neighbors
and friends, honesty, high sense of moral values and simple and implicit religious faith were formed in his boyhood in this Christian farm
home.
After attending the public schools then available, young Jack Horton engaged in farming for a few years. His early ambition to acquire
a college education could not be quieted and in the early 20's he decided
to return to school. He then attended the Wofford College Fitting School
at Spartanburg and after preparation for college there then entered
Furman University at Greenville, South Carolina. After two years of
attendance at Furman University, he entered the School of Law at
Wake Forest College and graduated therefrom as a Bachelor of Laws
in June 1927.
In January, 1928, Mr. Horton came to the Town of Pageland and
began the practice of law there. In 1930 he was elected a member of
the House of Representatives from Chesterfield County and served in
the session of 1931 and 1932. He did not seek re-election to the General Assembly but in 1933 he was elected Mayor of the Town of Pageland and with the exception of one year continued to be re-elected and
to serve as Mayor of the Town of Pageland until 1944. During his incumbency as Mayor of the Town of Pageland a waterworks and sewerage system was installed, most of the principal streets were paved,
sidewalks were built on most of the streets of the Town and a modern
and commodious Town Hall erected. It is not too much to say that under
his inspiration and endeavors while he was the Mayor of the Town of
Pageland it was transformed from a crossroads village into a modern
and thriving little town with all the conveniences of a modern city.
In January, 1944, Mr. Horton was appuinted Probate Judge of Chesterfield County to succeed the Honorable F. M. Cannon, deceased. He
discharged the duties of that office with the same fidelity with which
he served in the General Assembly and as Mayor of the Town of Pageland.
From the commencement of World War II until his appointment as
Probate Judge in 1944, Mr. Horton served as attorney for the Chesterfield Selective Service Board. Mr. Horton was County Attorney for
Chesterfield County in 1942 and 1943.
In May, 1930, Mr. Horton married Miss Ruth Davis, the daughter
of J. A. Davis and Arnie Douglass Davis. While there was no issue
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of the marriage of the young lawyer to the daughter of old and respected Scotch families in Chesterfield County, their married life was
ideal and the love, care, help and inspiration of this devoted wife was
doubtless the source of the courage and strength by which the young
lawyer though ill and suffering was able to carry on the arduous duties
of his profession and public life.
In his early youth Mr. Horton became a member of the Methodist
Church and was an active participant in the affairs of his church
throughout his life.
An ancient philosopher has said that no man could be considered to
have been truly happy in this life until he was dead. It is perhaps
equally true that until death no estimate of a man's character can
be said to be entirely free from error and misconception. It is only
after he has ceased to be a factor among the living that disinterested
and unbiased judgment upon his merits may be pronounced. With death
alone comes that gentle peace that bids the envious tongue be silent,
slander and prejudice are robbed of their victim and the jargon and
clamor of partisan controversy is hushed.
While not wanting in cordiality towards his friends, Jack Horton
made no pretense to those qualities that appeal to the largest circle
of acquaintances. He was a stranger to those arts and wiles l y which
men sometimes gain promotion through the social relations of life. There
was in him neither artifice nor pretense. He never courted or flattered
He never sought to invite applause and would have more than scorned
to advertise. Whatever recognition he obtained was a concession to
merit and merit alone. In his public life Jack Horton was entirely devoid of any of the arts and wiles of the demagogue.
Jack Horton came to live and practice law in the Town of Pageland
in 1928 and it was then that I became acquainted with him. At that
time he was about thirty (30) years of age and he faced the problems
of every lawyer who must build a practice from the ground up, At
that time I was the Master in Equity for Chesterfield County and my
first appraisal of the personality and character of Jack Horton was
formed from observation of his conduct while he was managing equity
matters before me as Master. I soon observed that he understood and
appreciated the true nature and responsibility of an attorney to his
client and that he executed the trusts and confidence reposed in him
by his clients with a rigid and unyielding fidelity. Along with the zeal,
fervor and fidelity to the cause of his client, Jack Horton respected
and reverenced the high ethics of the profession and understood and
appreciated that the purpose and function of the courts is to do justice
between citizens and between citizens and the State. While no lawyer
that I have known was more loyal to his client than Jack Horton, yet
he did not conceive that his retainer obligated him to resort to, nor
countenance unethical or unfair tactics to win regardless of the justice
of the claim of his client.
Of all the admirable qualities which I observed in Jack Horton,
and there were many-love of people, love and loyalty to his friends,
compassion for the unfortunate and suffering, charity and forgiveness toward his enemies, unassuming modesty, faith in his fellow
man and faith in his Creator-I admired most of all his quality of
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courage. When he came to Chesterfield County in 1928 Jack Horton
was then the victim of the dread disease of diabetes and he lived only
by sufferance of the wonder drug of insulin. Laboring under this shadow and handicap that would have crushed most men he carried on the
duties of his profession and public life without stint and without complaint.
The friendship which developed between Jack Horton and me soon
after he came to Chesterfield County continued until his untimely death
on July 7, 1947. It is unnecessary for me to say that his death
was a personal bereavement and left me with a lasting sense of personal loss and sadness. There is nothing left except to cherish his memory:
To every man there openeth
A way, and ways, and a way,
And the high soul climbs the high way,
And the low soul gropes the low;
And in between, on the misty flats,
The rest drift to and fro.
But to every man there openeth
A high way and a low,
And every man decideth,
The way his soul shall go.
Jack Horton saw the ineffable light on the high way and set his feet
firmly on the path to travel that way. The way he consistently followed
on this earth and if high purpose, implicit faith, honesty, charity and
brotherly love are rewarded, his soul has gone the high way it so richly
deserved.

MINOR JAMES HOUGH
1873-1948
By JAMES E. LEPPARD
Minor James Hough was born at Chesterfield Courthouse on February 10, 1873, and at the time of his death on March 17, 1948, was
seventy-five (75) years of age.
He was the son of Captain Minor Jackson Hough and Esther Ada
Clifton Hough. His ancestors on his father's side left England and settled in Pennsylvania. About the beginning of the Eighteenth Century
the immediate ancestors of Judge Hough left Pennsylvania and settled
in Union and Anson Counties in North Carolina and from there some
migrated into Chesterfield and Lancaster Counties in South Carolina.
John Hough, the great-grandfather, William Hough, the grandfather, and Minor Jackson Hough, the father of Minor James Hough,
all lived in the section of Chesterfield County lying between Hill's
Creek and Lynches River. Minor Jackson Hough, the father of Minor
James Hough, served in the Confederate Army as Captain of Company
"K", Sixth South Carolina Cavalry. After the end of the Confederate
War, Captain Minor Jackson Hough practiced law at Chesterfield
Courthouse and while he lived there his son, Minor James Hough, was

Published by Scholar Commons, 1948

15

South Carolina Law Review, Vol. 1, Iss. 1 [1948], Art. 6
SOUTH CAROLINA LAW QUARTERLY

born on February 10, 1873. Captain Minor Jackson Hough afterwards
removed to Lancaster, South Carolina, and his son, Minor James Hough,
was reared there. For a time Captain Minor Jackson Hough was a
County Judge and at the time of his death he was. Solicitor of the
Sixth Judicial Circuit composed of Chester, Fairfield, Lancaster and
York Counties.
The Cliftons, ancestors of the mother of Judge Minor James Hough,
were of Scotch-Irish descent who settled in what is now Chester County.
This son of an English father and a Scotch-Irish mother grew up
in the Town of Lancaster. He graduated from the Law School of the
University of South Carolina in the class of 1899. He came to Chesterfield in the year of his graduation and commenced the practice of law
there. In 1901 he was elected a member of the House of Representatives
from Chesterfield County and served in the sessions of 1901 and 1902.
In 1902 he was elected Probate Judge of Chesterfield County and held
that office continuously until he was elected Solicitor of the Fourth
Judicial Circuit in 1924. He then served as Solicitor of the Fourth Judicial Circuit from 1924 until 1932. In January, 1935, he was appointed
Assistant Attorney General of the State of South Carolina, and served
continuously in that office until he was retired on June 30, 1947. In
addition to those public offices, Judge Hough was Chairman of the Democratic Party in Chesterfield County from 1910 until 1930.
In my lifetime I have known no man who came nearer the Divine
injunction: "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself." His kind and
gentle nature, sympathetic understanding and unselfish desire to aid
and comfort all who sought his advice and assistance brought to him
the well-nigh universal friendship and love of the people of Chesterfield County and no one was ever so poor or friendless that he could
not obtain counsel and comfort from this great friend of humanity.
True to the ancient custom and tradition of the Bar, he was eager
to extend a helping hand to the recruits. It would be difficult for me
to express in words how much his encouragment and advice meant to
me in those lean and troubled days that confront every practitioner in
his early days at the Bar. For his never failing kindness, consistent encouragement. inexhaustible patience, sound advice, hints and suggestions
I have been and ever will be grateful.
It is difficult to lay the final wreath on the grave of our departed
illustrious brother. There is nothing left except to cherish his memory
and to follow his high precepts and example. Be ours the duty to follow
in his footsteps and imitate his unselfish and patriotic life.
Show us the truth and the pathway of duty;
Help us to lift up our banner sublime,
Until earth is restored to its order and beauty,
Lost in the shadowless morning of time.
Teach us to sow the seed of many a noble deed;
Make us determined, undaunted, and strong;
Armed with the sword of right, dauntless amid the fight,
Help us to level the bulwarks of wrong.
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J. TEAM GETTYS
1881-1947
By C. J. SHANNON, IV

Kershaw County lost the dean of its Bar, and the South Carolina
Bar Association one of its most esteemed and distinguished members,
in the passing on October 27th, 1947, of James Team Gettys.
Mr. Gettys was the son of the late John L. Gettys and Martha Team
Gettys. He was born in Wateree Township, Kershaw County, South
Carolina, September 18, 1881, and attended Camden Public Schools, and
later the University of South Carolina, from which he was graduated
curm laude in 1901. After graduation he taught school for a year in
Blackstock, South Carolina. He then returned to his home near Lugoff
and for several years taught school there. Later he entered the office
of the late William Shannon of the Camden Bar, as a law clerk and
stenographer. He was very adept at shorthand and to the end of his
practice took most of his notes in that fashion. In 1904 he entered the
law school of the University of South Carolina, from which he graduated in 1906.
In 1909 he married Miss Annie Rees of Stateburg, South Carolina,
of a family long prominent in that community.
After his admission to the bar he became associated with the firm of
Nelson & Nelson, of Columbia, South Carolina, in whose office he had
worked as a clerk while attending law school, and after the death of
the late Colonel Pat Nelson, the senior member of the firm, he entered into partnership with the late W. S. Nelson, under the firm
name of Nelson & Gettys.
Mr. Gettys practiced law in Columbia until 1918, at which time because of ill health he was forced to retire to his home near Lugoff,
South Carolina. After a period of convalescence for about three years
his health improved and he was elected to the office of Superintendent
of Education for Kershaw County, South Carolina. Ever interested
in education, he was very successful in this capacity, and did much
during his years in office to better the school system in his county.
Upon completion of his term of office, he opened a law office in
Camden and owing to his marked ability was immediatly successful,
and promptly became one of the leading members of the local bar. In
1930 he was elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives,
where he was an active member of the Judiciary Committee, and served
one term in the General Assembly. Shortly therafter he was made
County Attorney for Kershaw County, and retained this position until
his recent death.
In 1933 C. J. Shannon, 4th, became associated with him in the practice of law under the firm name of Gettys & Shannon.
He continued his active practice until ill health again forced him to
retire in 1946. Ever active in church affairs, he was a life-long member
of the Lugoff Presbyterian Church. His death occurred on October
27th, 1947.
James Team Gettys epitomized the virtues most cherished by members of the Bar, being a lawyer of great ability and learning, highly hon-
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orable, consicentious to an extreme degree, and ardent in the interest
of his clients but at the same time possessing that all too rare ability
to see both sides of every contended legal matter with the result that
he greatly served the interest of his clients by avoiding unnecessary
litigation through settlement of most of the contended matters which he
handled to the benefit not only of his clients but to society as a whole.
A devout Christian and leader in Church affairs, he was in the best
sense of the word a Christian Gentleman.

SAMUEL HODGES McGHEE
1873-1947
By W. H. NICHOLSON, JR.
The Greenwood Bar lost its senior member, February 25, 1948, in
the death of Samuel Hodges McGhee. The Greenwood Bar Association
had recently, on December 17, 1947, honored Mr. McGhee with a testimonial dinner on the fiftieth anniversary of his admission to the bar
of South Carolina.
As Greenwood County was formed in the year 1897, Mr. McGhee,
beginning active practice in 1899, was, in the literal sense, a legal pioneer in the county. His interests during the fifty years as lawyer extended into the fields of publishing, banking, education and textile manufacturing. It was pointed out in tribute at the testimonial dinner that
in the formative years of his county Samuel H. McGhee was influential in producing much of Greenwood's industrial and cultural development.
Mr. McGhee was born in Cokesbury, October 16, 1873, the second
son of Captain William Z. McGhee and Sophronia Hodges McGhee.
He attended the Cokesbury Conference School and the Greenwood Boys
High School in Greenwood. In 1891 he entered Wofford College and in
1895 he was graduated from Wofford College with the degree of A.B.
In 1896 he received the M.A. degree from that college.
In the fall of 1895, Mr. McGhee began teaching in a school in Marion
county. He continued to teach there until 1899. While teaching he read
law, and on December 17, 1897, he was admitted to the bar after examination. In an able paper on South Carolina's Lawyer-Editors prepared for the anniversary celebration by Mr. H. L. Watson, Editor of
the Greenwood Index-Journal, it was stated that of the eighteen young
men admitted to the bar on that date, four later became circuit judges,
namely: James E. Peurifoy of Saluda and Walterboro; C. J. Ramage
of Saluda; Hayne F. Rice of Aiken and Arthur L. Gaston of Chester.
In August, 1898, Mr. McGhee bought the Greenwood Index, a weekly
newspaper established in 1897 by the late W. G. Chafee. Mr. McGhee
continued teaching until 1899 when he located in Greerdwood for the
practice of law. He was editor of The Index for three years. Mr. McGhee sold a half interest in the paper in 1900 to H. L. Watson and
the remaining half in 1903.
He began the practice of law alone but shortly thereafter he formed
an association with the firm of Parker and Green of Abbeville. Later
he was a partner in the firm of Johnstone and Welch, of Newberry,
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under the firm name of Johnstone, Welch and McGhee. After several
years this firm was dissolved and Mr. McGhee and E. L. Richardson
formed the firm of McGhee and Richardson. In 1911, Mr. McGhee and
the late Judge C. C. Featherstone were members of the law firm of
Featherstone and McGhee. This connection was continued until Mr.
Featherstone was elected judge of the 8th judicial circuit. Throughout
his legal career S. H. McGhee was recognized as a fighter of remarkable acumen.
In 1904 Mr. McGhee was elected president of the newly organized
First National Bank of Greenwood. A former classmate at Wofford,
the late William Coleman, then president of the Whitmire Cotton Mill
(Glenn-Lowry Mill) was the principal stockholder in the new bank
and had stipulated that Mr. McGhee should be president. Having disposed of his interest in this bank, Mr. McGhee, about twenty years
later, became president of the Commercial Bank of Greenwood and
was in that postion when the bank built for its home the present Palmetto Life Building. He was also president of Panola Cotton Mill in
Greenwood several years and was president for a time of the Joanna
Cotton Mill at Goldville in Laurens County.
Mr. McGhee was always interested in politics. His father was a delegate to the National Democratic Convention in 1884 when Grover
Cleveland was first nominated and Mr. McGhee was ambitious to serve
as a party delegate. He was a delegate from the Third Congressional
District to the National Democratic conventions in 1900 and in 1904.
In 1917 Mr. McGhee was elected to the State senate from Greenwood
County in which body he served two terms.
Mr. McGhee was at one time an officer in the Grand Lodge of Knights
of Pythias of South Carolina; also a member of the Masonic order, a
Knight Templar and a member of the Shrine. Mr. McGhee had been
a member of the Methodist church from boyhood and had served as an
officer in several capacities in Main Street Methodist Church in Greenwood in which he held membership.
In addition to his professional :aterests, Mr. McGhee in his active
years was identified with many developments in Greenwood. Included
in these were the present Bailey Circle residential real estate development.
On August 8, 1906, Mr. McGhee was married to Miss Laurie Harrall of Bennettsville, and she with four sons survive him. The sons are:
S. H. McGhee, Jr., of St. Augustine, Fla., Harrall and W. Zach McGhee of Columbia, S. C., and Henry McGhee of Mississippi. Also surviving are four grandchildren.
Members of the Greenwood Bar who formed an honorary escort at
the funeral remember Mr. McGhee with affection.

JESSE BERNARD McLAUCHLIN
1897-1947
By J. ARCHIE HUTTO
Jesse Bernard McLauchlin was born at St. Matthews, South Carolina,
February 24, 1897, and died in Columbia on August 25, 1947. His
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father, J. B. McLauchlin, was a well-known and well-liked practitioner
of the law for many years in Columbia. Jesse, as he was familiarly
known to his fellow attorneys, attended the public schools in Bishopville and in Columbia and was a student at the University of South
Carolina when the First World War commenced. He enlisted in the
United States Marine Corps and served in that branch of the armed
forces at points in the United States and in Gernany.
After his discharge from service, he returned to Columbia and entered the University of South Carolina, from which institution he was
graduated with the degree of LL.B. in 1921. Thereafter he commenced
the practice of law in Columbia and was a member of the local bar
until his death. He married Miss Edna Phillips of Columbia December 31, 1921.
His law practice consisted mainly of the trial of criminal and civil
cases. He was a good trial lawyer, an assiduous student of the law,
and was careful and painstaking in the practice and handling of all
matters that were given him for attention.
He was healthy minded, of a generous and whole-souled nature,
and loved contacts with his fellows, possessed decided opinions, a great
loyalty to friends and was always ready to listen to or tell an interesting or well-turned story.
He left surviving him his wife, Edna Phillips McLauchlin; his
mother, Mrs. J. B. McLauchlin; and two sisters, Mrs. Ada Belle McLauchlin Matterson of Greenville, South Carolina, and Mrs." Lillie McLauchlin Moore of Raleigh, North Carolina.
Jesse McLauchlin was a member of the First Baptist Church and
was also a member of various fraternal organizations, including the
Elks Lodge and the American Legion.

WILLIAM H. MULLER
1883-1947
By S. S. TIsox
William H. Muller was born in Ehrhardt, S. C., on December 7,
1883. After his graduation from high school, he received from the
South Carolina U-iiversity his A.B. and LL.B. degrees and, before beginning the practice of, law, was secretary to the late Chief Justice,
Y. J. Pope, and to Federal Judge C. A. Woods-experience that stood
him in great stead in his later work as an active practitioner, and
started him under two great South Carolina jurists. This work made tho
earnest and continuous study of law very necessary, and began his
habit of research, and application to, and differentiation of, legal principles that he maintained throughout an active practice, which continued
to a few months before his death.
After being associated with Ben Abney in Columbia, he began the
active practice of law in Bennettsville, S. C., with the late Colonel Knox
Livingston, both Mr. Abney and Colonel Livingston having been careful students of the law and men of considerable attainments. In 1912
Harry, as his friends best knew Mr. Muller, formed a partnership in
Dillon, and there practiced law under the firm name of Gibson and
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Muller, with the late J. B. Gibson. This firm prospered and was recognized throughout the state. They represented both banks, both railroads and the power company at Dillon, and had for years perhaps, the
largest practice in the county, also representing numerous citizens, and
being very active in local matters and public affairs.
Mr. Muller served as special judge at various places, and commanded
the respect, and won the admiration of attorneys, litigants and all with
whom he came in contact. Originally given much to study of the intricacies of the law, he became also a powerful and effective advocate as
his associations and viewpoint broadened. His fairness and his fearlessness were such that it became impossible to try a case in Dillon County
without finding several on any jury who would follow this lawyer when
he really became aroused. In a hotly contested criminal case in Dillon
County where Harry Muller represented the defendant, it is no exaggeration to say that his closing argument for mercy (the defendant
could not possibly take the stand because of his confession and other
circumstances), was the difference between his client's life and his
death.
He maintained throughout his life his devotion to his church and
his religious beliefs. A man of strong convictions, he mellowed with
age and xperience, and his legal learning and healthy and helpful outlook on life, made him a wise and safe adviser. A student of history,
he also kept abreast of his times and was a delightful companion. It
isgood that a man of his character left progeny. In 1915 he married
Miss Octavia Bethea who survives him, as do two sons and two daughters, Dr. W. H. Muller, of Dillon, John C. Muller of Duke University,
Mrs. Fred L. Smyre, Jr., of Gastonia, N. C., and Mrs. Sam A. Wilkins,
Jr., of New York, and two grandchildren.
"'Tis he whose law is reason, who depends
Upon that law as on the best of friends.
Who if he rise to station of command
Rise by open manner and the will to stand
On honorable terms, or else retire. * * *
Who comprehends his trust, and to the same
Keeps faithful with a singleness of aim;
And iherefore does not stoop nor live in wait
For wealth, or honor, or for worldly state;
Who through the heat of conflict, keeps the law
In calmness made, and see what he foresaw; ***
Is yet a soul whose master bias leans
To homefelt pleasures and to gentle scenes. ***
Finds comfort in himself and in his cause,
And while the mental mist is gathering, draws
His breath in confidence of Heaven. * * *
We believe in something far advanced in state,
And that he wears a truer crown
Than any wreath that man can weave for him.
In earth's vast Cathedral leave him,
God accept him. Christ receive him."
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